CHAPTER V

THE SECOND STRUGGLE FOR SILESIA, 1742-1745

AFTER following Frederick's career through
many phases in a dozen years, we observe
him with interest as he quits the whirlpool
of foreign adventure for the calm of government
at home. We may well enquire how far three
crowded and strenuous campaigns have transformed
our hero. It is impossible that the deeds done at
Breslau, Mollwitz, Klein Schnellendorf, Olmutz, and
Chotusitz and the strenuous toil of twenty months
in departments new to him should have left no
mark upon himself. The story outlined in the
foregoing chapter suggests that he moved from place
to place and from task to task with great speed and
that his life, perhaps even his throne, were more
than once in danger. But it can convey no ade-
quate idea of the inundation of ambassadors, gen-
erals, messengers, officials, and busybodies which
daily surged in upon the King. Frederick, it must
be remembered, was his own Commander-in-chief
and his own prime minister at a time when, as he
himself confessed in later years, he had not the
least knowledge of war, when, owing to his father's
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